I can’t believe it...Rachel and I missed the Christmas Party. We really looked forward to
attending it. It’s always a great party. I’m sure it was this year also. I hope all who went
enjoyed it. The week before the party I caught a cold and then gave it to Rachel. We just
didn’t feel like going, and boy, you wouldn’t have wanted us there. We also missed our
annual trip to California to spend Christmas with Rachel’s family, the only time she gets to
see the hundred plus of them all at once (double or triple our club party and you have our
family party). Fortunately, by Christmas we were feeling well enough to have a good
Christmas. I hope you all did also.
I think most of you know that I recently bought a Mini Cooper. Probably most of you think it
is a funny looking, very small, economy car. We are fortunate to have a couple nice sports
cars, but the Mini is the car we pick for almost all of our driving these days. It is really
neat. Well, I parked it the other day and steam was erupting all over the place. Turns out
the thermostat housing had broken. Also turns out that is not uncommon with Minis.
Now I’ve been working on cars most of my life. I’ve rebuilt many engines, taken them in and
out of cars. Worked on brakes, rear ends, clutches. If it’s on a car, I’ve fixed it. Removing
that thermostat housing was the hardest individual job I’ve tackled. There are 6 hoses
attached to the housing. None of them easily accessible. What a job! No wonder the dealer
charges several hundred dollars just for labor (and three times as much as I paid for the
part). Oh well, it’s almost finished and I’m proud to have done it. Not bad for a senior citizen
who spent his working career at a desk.
2017 is going to be a great year for the Club. Mike Clark already has some good plans for
speakers at our meetings. Loren Hedrick and Barbara
Barrett have plans for some nice tours and events. I hope
to see many of you at our meetings.
Happy New Year to everyone.

Some Stuff:
Club
Calendar
CLUB MEETING January 10
Activities for the new year are in the works.

Meeting Refreshments
Note: Those providing refreshments will be
reimbursed $10. Ground coffee is in the kitchen.

Diane Carson

17

Laura Howe

6

Arlette Levitan

19

Cyndy Mortensen

30

Sam Peitrofitta

1

Patty Reski

10

Duey Roland

17

Jeanne Ruetz

5

Linda Warren

18

January: Refreshments: Ed Pittman, Steve Blank
Coffee: Mike Clark
February - December ---- Volunteers needed
PLEASE SIGN UP FOR REFRESHMENTS AND COFFEE AT
OUR NEXT MEETING

MORE STUFF:
The Bent Hubcap Award has been sadly neglected in recent years. If you know of a
club member who has suffered an amusing
car related incident of late, please submit it
to us. You may remain anonymous, if it
pleases you, but please, no cruelty.

Congratulations
On Your Anniversary!
Not a popular month to get married.

CUTE PUPPY WANTS TO COME
HOME WITH YOU
David Lombardi has a friend with a really cute
Pug puppy for sale. It is a female, current with
all vaccinations. Please call Betty Mc Ginnis for
more information.

Welcome new members
NONE
We gotta get cracking.

NEXT MEETING
January 10

Guest Speaker: Susanna Holt
The History of Women in the Automobile Industry

Regional Car Events
1/14-22 - Barrett-Jackson Auction
1/15 - Arizona Concours d'Elegance
1/17-19 - Bonhams Auction
1/18 - Sedona Elks Cruise-In
1/18-22 - Russo & Steele Auction
1/19-20 - RM Auction
1/19-22 - Silver Auctions at Ft. McDowell
1/20-21 - Gooding and Company Auctions

Discount

If your car is being serviced at Red
Rock Precision Motors, be sure to ask
for the car club 10% discount.

From the Editor’s Desk
Don’t forget to email me
interesting things for the
newsletter.

Club Meetings

The General Meetings of the Sedona Car Club are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month at
the Sedona Library except in June when our meeting is the Annual Picnic and in December when it is the
Annual Christmas Party. We do not meet in July. Please attend and bring a car-loving friend.

Board Meetings

The Board meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 8:30 a.m. at the Cousins’ clubroom.
All members are invited to attend.

Tire Tracks

Tire Tracks is published eleven times a year by the Sedona Car Club and contains information on events and
activities of interest to members. It is compiled and edited by Arny Messersmith and posted on the website
by Steve Blank before the monthly meeting. All submissions are due by the 1st of each month. Email them
to: jan@messersmith.name.

2017 EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Treasurer/Membership
Program Chairman
Secretary
Historian
Tours & Events
Highway Cleanup
Newsletter Editor
Ex-Officio Member

Sedona Car Club
PO Box 748
Sedona, AZ 86339
VISIT US AT:

SedonaCarClub.com

David Lombardi
Ed Pittman
Steve Van Derveer
Sam Pietrofitta
Mike Clark
Cyndy Mortensen
Steve Blank
Loren Hedrick & Barbara Barrett
Phil Wadsack
Arny Messersmith
Larry Currie

For club information by phone, call David
Lombardi at 928-203-9007
By email send a message to Steve Blank at
info@sedonacarclub.com

facebook.com/sedona.carclub

Three-Wheeled Cars: A Brief History
Ed Pittman
Three-wheeled cars date back to the first production automobile, the 1886
Benz Motorwagen, a tiller-steered car. This was a simple approach to steering
the large carriage wheels. Several one-off steam-powered three-wheelers predated the Benz. Three-wheeled cars have always been around and several are
on the market today with more in the planning stage.
Two layouts are possible: single wheel in front and two in the rear; or, two
in the front and one in the rear. The advantage of two in the rear is traction
from two drive wheels; whereas, two wheels in front increases stability in corners. The single wheel in the front is particularly susceptible to spinouts and
turnovers.
Perhaps the most successful three-wheeler of all time was the British Morgan, which first appeared in 1911 and persisted until 1952. These cars were
popular because the government classified them as motorcycles leading to a
low purchase tax, a low vehicle excise tax, and cheaper insurance. Morgans
were known for the exposed two-cylinder motorcycle engine hanging on the
front of the vehicle.
Three-wheel Morgan

A few years ago, Morgan brought out a modernized three-wheel Morgan.
It has an improved chassis, better brakes, more power, with a top speed of
115 mph. However, it closely resembles a 50’s Morgan.
Following WW2, a number of three-wheelers appeared in Europe. All of
Europe was reeling from the war; so three-wheeled cars made sense because of the simple construction, weight benefits, and reduced production
costs. Germany had the BMW Isetta and the Messerschmitt KR200. Both
were popular in Europe and showed up in America. In Britain the Bond
Minicar joined Morgan.
BMW Isetta

In the late 40’s I lived in southern California when the Davis Motorcar Co.
produced a buzz among car buffs. Davis had a three-wheel car that was
unique because in had four-across seating. The company collapsed for lack
of funds in 1950 and Davis pulled some jail time for fraud.
In 1974 Geraldine Carmichael started the Twentieth Century Motor Car
Corp. featuring a three-wheel design called the Dale, named for the designer
Dale Clifft. Ms. Carmichael claimed to be the widow of a NASA engineer,
mother of five, and a farm girl from Indiana. In reality, she was a
transgender with a male identity of

Jerry Michael, wanted by the police for counterfeiting. Ms. Carmichael went into
hiding with the investor’s money, but was eventually found working under an
alias in a flower shop and was sent to prison.
The Dale generated a lot of interest during the fuel crunch of the 70’s because of the claim that it could get 70 mpg. In reality, a true working prototype
never existed. Wooden framework, no drivetrain, and lack of steering were features of the vehicles on display.
Presently, numerous three-wheel cars are on the market. The Elio is getting
a lot of attention. The two front wheels are covered with streamlined “pants”
and the two-seat body has a smooth fuel-efficient form. Company propaganda
claims up to 84 mpg, top speed of over 100 mph, and a base price of $7300.
Production is behind schedule and the first cars are now anticipated to roll out
in late 2017. The company claims to have over 62,000 reservations. Will this be
another Dale?
The Elio

