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THE VOICE OF THE SEDONA CAR CLUB—PUTTING DEAD TREES TO GOOD USE

Chalk Up Three More For Duncan
Bob Duncan shows off
trophy for first place
in Class E, one of
three awards the Duncans can add to their
collection this year.
Says Bob, “Since I
gave up my hangar at
the Airport and now
store my cars in Cottonwood, it’s too difficult to get more than
three entries.” Although among the top three awards given out, Bob was knocked
out of the Best of Show by John Dwyer’s Cord, but recovered
nicely with the People’ Choice for his ‘41 Woody

Editor’s Note — Sedona Car Club winners underlined
CLASS A: 1ST PLACE CAR: 1931 CORD L-29 JOHN DWYER
2ND PLACE CAR: 1933 CHRYSLER TOURING SEDAN GARY & SUE
FREY
CLASS B: 1ST PLACE CAR: 1941 FORD STATION WAGON ROBERT DUNCAN
2ND PLACE CAR: 1941 LINCOLN CUSTOM COUPE BILL & JOYCE
FOBAIR
CLASS C: 1ST PLACE CAR: 1957 CHEVROLET 2 DR HARDTOP DICK & JUDY
GEOFFROY
2ND PLACE CAR: 1950 PACKARD SUPER EIGHT LANGDON J.
TOWNE
CLASS D: 1ST PLACE CAR: 1965 FORD MUSTANG ALAN MORGAN
2ND PLACE CAR: 1965 FORD MUSTANG TERRY NASH
CLASS E: 1ST PLACE CAR: 1975 JAGUAR XJ6 C ROBERT DUNCAN
2ND PLACE CAR: MERCEDES HASMEN
CLASS F: 1ST PLACE 1959 CHEVROLET CORVETTE DAVE CARTLIDGE
2ND PLACE 1934 FORD 5 WINDOW COUPE BOB JORGENSEN
CLASS G: 1ST PLACE 1969 CHEVY APACHE LONG BED WILLARD SIMPSON
2ND PLACE 1951 CHEVY 1/2 TON LES DIAL
CLASS H: 1ST PLACE 1958 CHEVY APACHE 1/2 TON RUSS TAYLOR
2ND PLACE 1972 CHEVY SUBURBAN 4X$ CHUCK COULTER
CLASS I: 1ST PLACE 1955 TRIUMPH TR 2 MATT TURNER
2ND PLACE 1970 FIAT 500F JOE CARELLA
CLASS J: 1ST PLACE 1974 DATSUN 260 Z GARY STEDMAN
2ND PLACE 1962 CORVETTE RICHARD TRUSTEE

BEST OF SHOW: 1931 CORD L-29 JOHN DWYER
PRESIDENTS’ CHOICE: 1931 CORD L-29 JOHN DWYER

CLASS K: 1ST PLACE 1948 MG TC AL
MOSS
2ND PLACE 1984 PORSCHE 944
TOM HETTINGER
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CLASS L: 1ST PLACE 1939 FORD STD.
SEDAN RALPH UMALI
2ND PLACE 1931 FORD MODEL
“RAT” LON WALTERS

A

CLASS M: 1ST PLACE 2006 MIATA KEITH
AVERETT
2ND PLACE MIATA ROSS
GEORGE

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD: 1941 FORD STATION W AGON
ROBERT DUNCAN

CLASS N: 1ST PLACE 2007 FERRARI
TESTA ROSA SPECIAL BARRY L. SMITH
2ND PLACE 2005 FERRARI F430
COUPE PHILLIP MC KEE
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Welcome new members
Herb & Lynn Kramer
Corvette Owners
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Al Moss has a fun event planned
for club members on Saturday, November 14th. This simple and fun
event will last about two hours,
followed by lunch and prize-giving.
Please mark your calendar NOW
and let Al know at the November
meeting how many plan on attending. (Rain date: following Saturday)

Congratulations !
On Your Anniversary!
Sam & Rose Pietrofitta
Gene Mai—Patti List
Herb & Rica Soltero
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OCTOBER PROGRAM
Mr. Craig Peterson, GM of the Steve Coury dealerships in Camp Verde and Payson, will share his
41 years in the automotive business with us. He
has owned 9 dealerships and has a collection of
Corvettes, including the first ZO6 produced.

The Saga of Trixie — Ed Pittman

A

couple of months ago, my Dallas- daughter, Suzi,
mentioned that she was going to get a new car. Her
Miata, Trixie (yes, she names her cars), just didn’t work as a
vehicle to haul four large dogs. She loved Trixie, but needed
more space. In the next breath, she lamented the onslaught
of car payments in this economic climate. I asked if she was
interested in trading her 2000 Miata for Alva’s 1998 Dodge
SUV. This seemed reasonable because Alva has not driven
for about two years. I pointed out that the SUV was a spacious, but thirsty beast. The trade was made. I threw in some
green stuff because the Miata was worth more. She rationalized that this cash would buy quite a few gallons of petrol.
We decided to make the exchange in Abilene, Texas.
This is a day and a half drive from Sedona. I planned on
going by myself, then Al Moss asked if I wanted company. I
probably waited all of a nanosecond before replying “Of
course.”
Our drive to Texas was uneventful. We got lost once despite Mapquest’s directions to the motel in Lubbock. We
met Suzi and her friend Mitch and had lunch before swapping keys. Suzi said that Trixie’s car alarm had taken to
automatically arming itself instead of waiting to be invited
to duty.
We took off towards Abuquerque, NM, our nighttime
destination. Trixie drove fine and all seemed well. Late in
the day, I was driving and commented on a shimmy at seventy MPH. Slowing down did not eliminate the shake. The
road was exceptionally rough with tar stripes on top of tar
stripes. We decided the road was the problem. When we
slowed for a town it became obvious that something was
wrong. We stopped and looked at the tires. All were round
like they were supposed to be. We decided to continue at a
slower pace. As soon as we had moved a block we knew a
serious problem existed. We stopped again and Al moved
from wheel to wheel feeling the inside of the tire as I drove
slowly forward. Soon, he found a bulge in the left rear tire.
It was delaminating. We pulled into an empty parking lot
and went for the jack.
The trunk at one time had leaked and the scissor jack was
rusted tight. With difficulty, Al used a tool to free the jack.
Eventually, the car was in the air. Next, neither of us could
budge the lug nuts using the short flimsy tool Mazda provides. Al said, “We’re going to have to call AAA.” I got my
cell phone and walked out to the street to figure out where
we were to tell the AAA operator. About this time Al yells,
“I got one.” I hurried over. Sure enough, he had broken one
loose by jumping on the tool. We replaced the damaged tire
with the donut spare.
We headed for Santa Rosa, NM, at forty MPH with the
emergency flashers working overtime. A decade later, or so
it seemed, as we approached Santa Rosa in the dark the rain
came. I told Al, “It could have been worse. We could have

been changing the tire in the rain in the dark.”
Reaching Albuquerque was impossible. Luckily, the first
motel we tried had a room. When I returned to the car from
checking in, the alarm went off. I started pressing remote
buttons like mad, but it was a long time before I found the
combination. The alarm made a variety of whoops and yelps
all at ear-splitting decibels. This was the first of many times
the alarm erupted. Suzi had mentioned that a valet switch
would turn the alarm off temporarily. The switch position
did not seem to make any difference, the alarm still blared.
The next morning we started looking for tires. I decided
to replace both rear tires, which were of the same vintage.
Yellow pages listed four businesses selling tires in Santa
Rosa. I got the names and addresses, all on the same street,
old Route 66. We started with the closest to the motel based
on addresses: Silver Moon Wrecker. We found Silver Moon
Café, but no wrecker. Had they changed the type of business
and kept the name? Next we went looking for Bozo’s
Wrecker and found them without any trouble. While I was
checking on tires, Al said he would disconnect the ground
wire on the alarm and shut that dreadful thing off. Bozo’s
had two tires that would have worked, but they were a little
oversized. The guy running Bozo’s came on strong. I had
never heard of the brand, which was made in China. We
decided Bozo’s was run by a bozo and to look further, but
return if we had to.
When I tried to start the car: nothing. We had lights but it
would not crank. Now what? After moments of consternation, Al remembered the disconnected ground wire. He
touched the wire and the alarm went off. The system had
silently activated disabling the car. Al reconnected the
ground wire and we proceeded with alarm in service.
The next place had no tires the right size. In fact they
hardly had any tires at all. I asked where Ortega’s Wrecker,
the last place, was located. He would not tell me. Guess they
were not buddies. Ortega’s was hard to find. Street numbers
were nonexistent. After asking a couple of times we finally
found them. They had the correct size, were nice folks, and
we were on our way in about an hour. I must admit this was
a lower grade of tire than I usually buy, but I felt fortunate
to find the right size regardless of brand.
The rest of the trip was uneventful except for unwanted
alarms. We spent about an hour at the Unser Automobile
Museum in Albuquerque. It is a small, but well-done facility. Al coaxed 36 MPG from Trixie on the Albuquerque to
Flagstaff leg, not bad considering the AC was blasting
away.
The day after we got home, I took Trixie to Al’s to check
the valet switch. We thought it might be defective. Alas, the
alarm went off even with the switch out of the circuit. The
next day, I took Trixie to a car-alarm shop and asked how
much to yank the alarm out. I was told sixty-five bucks. It
only took twenty minutes, but was worth every penny.

VISIT US AT: WWW.SEDONACARCLUB.COM

Addressing a thronging crowd, Betty
Monaci asks, “Can I have a Halleluiah?”

While not ogling the classics, there was
plenty of entertainment for the show
goers.

Sally Peck presents trophy to John
Dwyer, 1931 Cord owner.

Above & Right — Planes,
Plastic and Pickups were
all part of the show.

Year End Tax Advice For Clunker Customers

Courtesy — Dan Harrington

SO

...you took FEDZILLA up on its offer of $4500. dollars to trade in your old "Clunker" ?
Well, let's see who got the best of that "deal"...

If you traded in a clunker worth $3500, you got $4500 off for an apparent "savings" of $1000. You could have gotten $3,500
if you had just traded the car in. So you really are $1,000 ahead (depending on your clunker's value) at this point. Not too
bad...
However, you WILL have to pay taxes on the $4500 come April 15th (something that no auto dealer will tell you). If you are
in the 30% tax bracket, you will pay $1350 on that $4500.
So, rather than save $1000, you will actually pay an extra $350. to the feds. In addition, you traded in a car that was most
likely paid for. Now you have 4 or 5 years of payments on a car that you did not need, trading in a "clunker" that was costing
you less to run than the payments that you will now be making. Even if you save $1,000. dollars a year in gas due to better
mileage, you're still gonna be in the red for five years....hello?
But wait, it gets even better: you also got ripped off by the dealer. For example, the month before the "cash for clunkers"
program started, every dealer here in LA was selling the Ford Focus with all the goodies including A/C, auto transmission,
power windows, etc for $12,500. because competition was stiff due to poor sales from the stalled economy.
When "cash for clunkers" came along, they stopped discounting them and instead sold them at the list price of $15,500. So,
you paid $3000 more than you would have the month before. Honda, Toyota , and Kia played the same list price game that
Ford and Chevy did. Now let's do the math...
You traded in a car worth: $3500
You got a discount of:
$4500
--------Net so far
+$1000
But you have to pay:
$1350 in taxes on the $4500
-------Net so far:
-$350 (that's minus...in the red)
And you paid:
$3000 more than the car was selling for the month before
---------Net Loss:
-$3350
We could also add in the additional taxes (sales tax, state tax, dealer prep, etc.) on the extra $3000 that you paid for the car,
along with the Five years of interest on the car loan; but let's just stop here while you kick yourself. Suffice it to say that
those costs will be much higher than any savings you get from "better mileage".
So who actually made out on the deal? FEDZILLA collected taxes on the car along with taxes on the $4500 they "gave"
you. The car dealers made an extra $3000 or more on every car they sold along with the kickbacks from the manufacturers
and the loan companies. Manufacturers got to dump lots of cars they could not give away the month before. Lots of good or
repairable used cars got taken off the market, crushed and sold as scrap metal to (ready for this?) CHINA! (Look it
up...) And the poor consumer got saddled with even more debt that they cannot afford.
FEDZILLA'S merry men will make millions in new tax revenues after convincing Joe Consumer that he was getting $4500 in
"free" money from the "government" In fact, Joe was giving away his $3500 car and paying an additional $3350 for the
privilege. Chicago politics gone global...with an agenda.
Editors Note — To quote the Wall St. Journal, “As the journalist Henry Hazlitt wrote in his classic, "Economics in One Lesson," you can't raise living standards by breaking windows so some people can get jobs repairing them. In the category of alltime dumb ideas, cash for clunkers rivals the New Deal brainstorm to slaughter pigs to raise pork prices. The people who
really belong in the junk yard are the wizards in Washington who peddled this economic malarkey.

Rockin’ Oldies: “New” Radios For Classics
By John Ossenfort

Getting tired of that one AM station your classic
can pick up? Wish you could listen to your iPod or your
favorite FM station? Maybe even listen to audio books on
long trips, just like you do in your modern iron? Well, it’s
now possible!
RediRad at www.rediscoveradio.com (note only
one “r” in the middle) is an adapter that can be attached to
your existing radio and allows you to play portable CD
players, iPods, Walkman-type radios and cassette players,
and even Sirius/XM satellite radio through your existing
radio. Developed by a company called Brew City Engineering, the system is easy to install and is designed to be
hidden under the dash. And it comes in all the flavors:
both 6 and 12 volt and both positive and negative ground.
Cost is $149 plus $5 shipping.

I installed mine in just over a half-hour - results
will vary depending upon the space under your dash and
your personal flexibility! The unit consists of a small box
(approximately 4” x 2” x 1 1/2”) with five wires. One
wire is attached to any convenient ground, and another

goes to your fusebox (or alternatively, you could connect
it to your ignition switch and add an inline fuse for protection). Both these wires are 40 inches long, long enough
for most situations. Then there is a male Motorola jack on
a 6-inch cable that plugs into your radio antenna input,
and a female Motorola jack on another 6-inch cable that
you can plug your existing antenna lead into. (This is not
necessary, but it does allow you to pick up any AM stations you currently get at their normal dial position). The
final wire contains a standard audio jack on a 6-foot long
cable that is plugged into the headphone socket (or line
out socket) of your portable music maker. You then tune
your AM radio to 1000 kHz (usually appearing as 10 or
100 on the old radios) and voila! - whatever is playing on
your portable device comes through your speakers!
Now for the caveats. Number one: you do NOT
have quadraphonic high fidelity amplifiers and speakers
in your classic, so the sound itself isn’t much better than
what you get now. You just have a much greater play
choice. Also, if your portable player runs off the battery in
your modern car, obviously you’ll have an issue attempting to power it with 6 volt positive ground. This device
does NOT solve that problem. However, any portable battery-operated player should work fine. Finally, a minor
issue: due to the short length of the antenna cables, you
are limited in where exactly you can mount the box on
this device. I just zip-tied mine to a convenient bracket.
If you’re interested, check out the website shown
above. The RediRad comes with a 60 day money-back
guarantee as well as a comprehensive 12-month parts and
labor warranty. The 6 volt RediRad won Best New Restoration Product for 2009 at the Hotrod & Restoration Show
in Indianapolis. For those interested in improving their
sound quality, the company also restores old radios.

2009 EXECUTIVE BOARD

Jim Bradley has
announced with
fanfare, that we
will do a highway
cleanup on Saturday, October
17. There will be
a sign-up sheet at
the October meeting. As usual, we
will meet at 8:00
am at the High
School parking lot
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Once In Lifetime Opportunity

Let’s face it, each of you has yearned for the
opportunity to make a difference in this lifetime. Now through the kindness of your car
club you can make that difference. YES YOU
CAN!!! Let’s Hope for a Change.. of the editor!!!
Tire Tracks publishing is offering an exclusive
limited time opportunity to become: editor,
publisher, proofreader, reporter, photographer, production coordinator and whatever, for
the Sedona Car Club newsletter. Will train
right individual. Acquire the power of the pen
and a myriad of other benefits. Wield unparalleled influence. You can’t afford to pass on this,
act in the next 20 minutes and Tire Tracks will
double this offer! Contact Greg Zucco for more
information.
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Sedona Region AACA
P.O. box 748
Sedona, AZ 86339

Hear Ye!
Hear Ye!
The next meeting
of the Sedona Car
Club will be on
Tuesday, October
13th , at 7:00 PM,
at the Sedona
Public
Library,
3250 White Bear
Rd. Sedona.

