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THE VOICE OF THE SEDONA CAR CLUB—PUTTING DEAD TREES TO GOOD USE

H

ey, gang, remember that
the August meeting on
the 12th will be our inaugural at
the Sedona Library. I wonder
how many of us will forget and
show up at the place where we
met for so long. I don’t know
when the Club started meeting
there, but we have been members since 1992 and that was the
venue for our
meetings then.
In July, Alva and I took our Healey to San Diego
for the national conclave, the annual big get together. We rarely attend because these events are
usually held far far away. We transported the
Healey on a trailer. After I nearly killed Alva with
a heat stroke we don’t drive it across the desert in
the summer.
We arrived at San Diego and parked the trailer and
tow vehicle in a gravel lot at the airport, then drove
the Healey to the hotel a few miles away. We did
not go anywhere that night. The next morning, we
set out to find some breakfast. The Healey sputtered a bit then quit and would not restart. I reached for the cell
phone in the door pocket to call AAA and realized I had left it in
the tow car. I said some naughty words and started walking to find
a pay phone, while Alva stayed with the car on a busy boulevard
fronting the water. Do you realize how rare pay phones are now
that everyone has cellular phones? I asked two people if I could
use their cell phone to make an emergency call. No and no. I
walked about ¾ of a mile before I came upon a Holiday Inn with a
pay phone in the lobby.
The AAA person was polite and obliging. She asked, “Do you
need a jump-start?” I replied, “No.” “How about gas?” “No, I’m
good on gas.” The Healey gauge is rather vague so I rely on a
calibrated dipstick. I checked before leaving home and there was a
little less that 3/4s of a tank. The tow truck driver was efficient
and soon had the little blue car on a flat bed. I had him take the
Healey to the trailer. He unloaded the car and I started winching it
onto the trailer. As soon as the front wheels started up the ramps,
it became difficult to move. I was really working hard. The gear
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ratio is low to make it even possible to do.
A man drove up in his SUV, got out and said, “Looks like that is
hard work.” “It sure as heck is,” I replied. “Maybe this will help,”
he said and reached into the car and released the parking brake.
“And this,” as he took it out of gear. He had noticed that I was
skidding the rear wheels as I winched the car toward the trailer.
How dumb did that make me feel? I was totally disgusted with the
car and did not fool with it until the next afternoon. Upon opening
a gas line, I discovered that no gas was being pumped. Ah ha, a
bad fuel pump. Next I stuck the dipstick in the tank – bone dry,
not even a wet smear on the bottom. How can this be?
I know I had gas in the garage at home. I finally concluded someone had siphoned the tank. That is not surprising considering the price of gasoline in California.
I put a couple of gallons in the tank and she kicked
over immediately. I guess I’m going to have to do
something about the gas gauge. This makes three times
I have run out of gas. The sending unit and gauge are
not completely compatible. An instrument shop did the
best they could, but it needs to be better, I will have to
give that problem some attention.
To cap the whole episode, during the towing, the windshield cracked. This may have happened while winching the car onto the flat bed because he had to hook to
an edge because he could not line up straight without blocking
traffic. At times he was pulling the car at a severe angle using
wooden blocks to turn the wheels. This may have torqued the
chassis. Another possibility is that
it happened while on the flat bed
driving through the deep potholes
Volume 26
in the parking lot. Of course, I did
not notice the crack until I started
putting the car on our trailer after
the tow truck was gone.
Well, at least the weather was nice
in San Diego – every day was 73
degrees with early morning high
fog.
Happy motoring.

Ed Pittman
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August
29—American Graffiti Show, Sedona
September
5-7—Rt. 66 Days Car Show, Flagstaff
20 —Sedona Community Fair ‘08
27—Verde Show n’ Shine, Cottonwood
October
Full Moon Saloon Show, Village
Standin on the Corner, Winslow, AZ
December
9 —Christmas Dinner

Cruise In - the first Saturday of each
month 8 am to 11 am at Jerona in Cottonwood. Free coffee.

Congratulations !
On Your Anniversary!
Ralph & Sharon Blankenship 17
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100 Bugattis on display.
A once in a lifetime sight.

Sedona Car Club Fall Car Show Cancelled?

David

Lombardi, this years Car Show
Chairman, recently provided Tire Tracks© with this
provocative announcement, …..only of course, to
get your attention. His real announcement is as
follows:
Our Car Show this year is shaping up to be the biggest and best car show we have had. Not only will
our show be great, but as you know, we are part of
Sedona’s Community Fair ’08 (I like to think the
main part), and Community Fair ’08 will be a fun
festival in and of itself this year with food vendors,
live entertainment, children's events, and game and
vendor booths.
Our Car Show Committee is making good progress
with its planning. We have expanded the number
of classes, adding a special class for exotic sports
cars, such as Ferrari’s and Maserati’s, and a class
for Miata’s. Committee members Phillip McKee
and Al Moss have arranged with owners clubs for
those cars to have their members enter our show.

Our show area at the airport has been newly paved
and expanded. We have room for twice as many
cars as in the past. Let’s fill it! In order for our
show to be a success, though, we need your participation. I hope that everyone with an eligible car
will enter it in our show. A registration form is included in this issue of Tire Tracks ©or can be
downloaded from our website. Many of our members do not have an eligible car (too new, etc.), but
we still need your participation at the show. We
need help at the registration booths, parking direction for our show cars, ballot counting, public address system set-up and take-down, table and tent
set-up and take-down, SCC booth, and there will
be many other tasks to perform. We don’t want
that same group of volunteers that always steps up
to do everything. We need help from every member and I’m sure we can count on all of you.
Thank you.
David Lombardi, Chairman

SCC LOGO
CHANGE??
No, but club historian,
John
Gain
pulled this old design
from the archives. It
was an early candidate for the club logo
way back when.
Question is… how do
you pronounce the
acronym...
“OCC· OCC”?

Philosophical Rantings from Tire Tracks©
Tracks

Classifieds
Residential car lift. 4 post design,
6000lbs capacity, 220 vac $1100.
Great condition
e-mail chuck at ca_993tt@hotmail.

•
•
•

WHY IS IT CALLED TOURIST SEASON IF WE CAN'T SHOOT
AT THEM?
CAN AN ATHEIST GET INSURANCE AGAINST ACTS OF
GOD?
WHAT WAS THE BEST THING BEFORE SLICED BREAD?

VISIT US AT: WWW.SEDONACARCLUB.COM

As Gov. Arnold would say:

Calle Fornya Here We Went

W

ith Tire Tracks ® offices closed the
month of July, the staff (Zucco) and Giesbrecht took off, bikes in tow for Calle Fornya.
After a week of riding the foothills outside San
Diego near Ramona, Zucco consulted the amazing Carnac to provide two answers to questions
he did not even know. The first:
Answer: Crazy Maniacs
Question: Describe California drivers.
The Second:
Answer: Twisty, turny California roads
with lots of drop offs.
Question: What was designed by highway
engineers who were sports car
enthusiasts or built by drunken
highway workers.
Photo Opps - Top right, Zucco pauses at a park above Santa
Ysabel. Bottom right, Giesbrecht practices a surfing move on
the safe confines of the beach. She was nearly arrested for
lewd behavior. Bottom left, Zucco was approached by a local in Julian wanting to know if I could come up and see her
collection of boas. I told her snakes scared me, but that I did
like that feather thing around her neck. She looked away in
embarrassment.

Photos - Left, view of
Santa Ysabel valley.
Left center, yes, they
raise Camels, Ostriches, Llamas, cows,
sheep, etc. here - who
says California isn’t a
zoo. Left bottom,
children playing in
sewage runoff pouring into ocean at Encinitas. Below right,
Julian long known as
repository of gold, but
the only thing I discovered in my visit
there was the gem
pictured at the bottom
right of the photo.
(Whew!! This publication is getting
really icky!)

“NO OUTLET” - Site of 2008 Picnic

Unsuspecting picnic goers were lured
into this garage like flies
to a venus fly
trap, when
suddenly the
door was
closed, and
hence, there
was:

“No Outlet”

At Left - Although quite unassuming, the four
horsemen of the apocalypse posing here,
served as bouncers for this year’s picnic. A
telephoto lens was used to get this close to
them. Don’t mess with seniors.

At Right - Vince
Monaci and Bob
Boydston are seen
here trying to shake
down picnickers for
contributions to the Sedona food pantry and
the restoration fund for
Boydston’s aircraft that
he’s been working on
for the past 25 years.
Thanks to the Cousins for
providing “No Outlet” for
the picnic this year.

Club Meeting Debut at Sedona Library

Beginning August 12th, all future meetings of the SCC will be held at the Sedona Public Library. Time and day to remain the same at 7 PM and the second Tuesday of each month. For those coming from Cottonwood, they will turn left
at Dry Creek Rd. which is the second light when entering Sedona. For those coming from West Sedona, turn right on
Dry Creek Rd., which is the second to last light leaving town (duh). Both groups will then take the first left on White
Bear Rd. and drive to the library parking lot..

Moss, Monterey & Marshall On Collision Course
Arrest Brings Shame to Sedona Car Club
The recent arrest of Al Moss in Monterey, CA. on two separate counts of
“Impersonating a MGTC Owner”
and “Unauthorized Tinkering With a
Competitor’s TC” is sure to earn him
a place in the Sedona Car Club Hall
of Shame and possibly even the Hubcap. His recent trip to a Gathering of
the Faithful (TC Owners) in Monterey not only landed him in trouble
with the law, but also with a recently
purchased Moss Motors SU fuel
pump that seemed to conk out. How2008 EXECUTIVE BOARD

ever, was Moss Motors Maligned Mistakenly? This quote
from Moss says it all. “Suddenly, inside my head, a light
bulb glows!! I pull over, lower the corner of the under dash
panel, and found, to my utter dismay and embarrassment,
that when I was messing with the tach cable, I dislodged one
of the wires from the auxiliary pump switch. Wire back on,
and I'm on my way to a very hot (118 degrees near Tehacapeee), trouble-free and enjoyable trip home, arriving exactly one day late. Top down all the way and comfortable.”
Moss was released on his own recognizance.
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Hear Ye!
Hear Ye!
The next meeting
of the Sedona Car
Club will be on
Tuesday, Augusts
12th , at 7:00 PM,
at the Sedona
Pub
Library,
Pu b lic
3250 White Bear
Rd. Sedona.
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